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ARCH CHEMICALS’ WATER PRODUCTS AND WOOD PROTECTION BUSINESSES
EARN RESPONSIBLE CARE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM CERTIFICATIONS
NORWALK, CT, January 31, 2006  --  Arch Chemicals’ HTH Water Products and Wood Protection businesses have achieved third-party certifications of their Responsible Care Management Systems® (RCMS).  The American Chemistry Council (ACC) developed the RCMS® certification program to provide objective, third-party verification that ACC member companies have in place quality-control systems needed to drive continuous improvement in workplace safety, environmental quality, security and community awareness and emergency response. 
After an intensive, three-week audit by the independent audit firm ABS Quality Evaluations, an RCMS® certification was granted to Arch’s site in Smyrna, Georgia, which serves as headquarters for both the Arch Wood Protection and HTH Water Products businesses.  In addition, Arch’s Water Products manufacturing complex in Charleston, Tennessee, received an RCMS® certification, along with the Wood Protection manufacturing centers in Conley, Georgia; Kalama, Washington; and Valparaiso, Indiana.  The audits involved extensive examination of all safety, health, environment and security systems at these facilities, as well as interviews with employees and key stakeholders, including the facilitator of the Community Advisory Panel for Arch’s facility in Charleston, and the Director of the Bradley County, Tennessee, Emergency Management Agency. 
The three-member audit team was led by Teresa Savage-Tate of ABS Quality Evaluations in Houston Texas.  The Arch RCMS® implementation team leaders were Charlie Caudill in Charleston, Tennessee and Cindy Storelli in Conley, Georgia. 

In 2003, Arch was the first ACC member company to achieve certification of its headquarters’ RCMS®.  Arch then developed a process for implementing RCMS® at the business level, extending their RCMS® requirements to the full supply chain  -  from supplier to customer, including procurement, manufacturing, contracting, transportation and distribution.  In 2001, the Arch facility in Rochester, New York, became the first full-scale chemical plant in North America to achieve certification under a similar program, RC 14000.  
In 2006, Arch plans to implement RCMS® at its research and development sites worldwide.  Eventually, all of Arch’s major worldwide operations will be scheduled to achieve RCMS® certifications.  
The ACC RCMS® program was recently recognized by OSHA through an alliance agreement and was previously recognized by the U.S. EPA through its Performance Track process. 

Headquartered in Norwalk, Connecticut, Arch Chemicals, Inc. is a global specialty chemicals company with approximately $1.3 billion in annual sales.  Arch and its subsidiaries have market leadership positions in the Treatment and Performance Products segments, where they serve leading customers with forward-looking solutions to meet their chemical needs.  Together with its subsidiaries, Arch has approximately 3,000 employees and manufacturing and customer support facilities in North and South America, Europe, Asia and Africa.  For more information, please visit www.archchemicals.com.

###

Except for historical information contained herein, the information set forth in this communication may contain forward-looking statements that are based on management's beliefs, certain assumptions made by management and management's current expectations, outlook, estimates and projections about the markets and economy in which the Company and its various businesses operate.  Words such as "anticipates," "believes," "estimates," "expects," "forecasts," "opines," "plans," "predicts," "projects," "should," "targets" and variations of such words and similar expressions are intended to identify such forward-looking statements.  These statements are not guarantees of future performance and involve certain risks, uncertainties and assumptions ("Future Factors"), which are difficult to predict.  Therefore, actual outcomes and results may differ materially from what is expected or forecasted in such forward-looking statements.  The Company undertakes no obligation to update publicly any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of future events, new information or otherwise.  Future Factors which could cause actual results to differ materially from those discussed include but are not limited to:  general economic and business and market conditions; lack of moderate growth or recession in U.S. and European economies; increases in interest rates; economic conditions in Asia; worsening economic and political conditions in Venezuela; changes in foreign currencies against the U.S. dollar; customer acceptance of new products; efficacy of new technology; changes in U.S. laws and regulations; increased competitive and/or customer pressure; the Company's ability to maintain chemical price increases; higher-than-expected raw material costs and availability for certain chemical product lines; an increase in anti-dumping duties on certain products; increased foreign competition in the calcium hypochlorite markets; unfavorable court, arbitration or jury decisions or tax matters; the supply/demand balance for the Company's products, including the impact of excess industry capacity; failure to achieve targeted cost-reduction programs; capital expenditures in excess of those scheduled; environmental costs in excess of those projected; the occurrence of unexpected manufacturing interruptions/outages at customer or company plants; reduction in expected government contract orders; a decision by the Company not to start up the hydrates manufacturing facility; unfavorable weather conditions for swimming pool use; inability to expand sales in the professional pool dealer market; and gains or losses on derivative instruments. 






