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National Standards and the Regulation of Wood Treatment:

The National Building Regulations and
Building Standards Act 103 of 1977

SANS 10005:2006
Preservative Treatment of Timber

SABS Regulatory

The Regulation of Timber Treatment in
South Africa

In South Africa, treated timber is regulated by:
= The Mational Building Regulations;
* The Mational Home Builders Registration Council;

= SABS (South African Bureau of Standards) Regulatory
through a Compulsory Standard (which has replaced the
Unfair Business Practices Act).

All three of these regulatory instruments make direct
reference to “The Code and Practice of South
African National Standards (SANS) 10005:1996
= The Preservative Treatment of Timber”™.

The Mational Standard, SANS 10005, deals with the
classification of Timber Preservatives, hazard conditions
for timber, the preparation of timber for treatment, the
various treatment processes, handling and safety issues
related to preservative-treated timber and the areas in
South Africa where its compulsory to use treated timber.
The geographic areas where structural timber has to be
treated is dealt with in the next section of this Specification
Guide.

The Compulsory Standard, which is enforced by SABS
Regulatory, states that treated timber that is sold in South
African must carry a product quality certification mark,
such as the SATAS or SABS mark, that is acceptable to
the South African National Accreditation Systems (SAMNAS).
The Standard requires that timber is treated with

preservatives, and according to the various requirements
as prescribed by SAMNS 10005.

The Mational Building Regulations (NBR's), which are
legislated in “The National Building Regulations
and Bullding Standards Act 103 of 1007",

lays down certain requirements as far as the use of treated
structural timber for building such as:

* Timber materials shall be treated against termite, wood
borer and fungal decay as per SANS 1005.

* Local municipal authorities, for example building inspectors
may require proof that treated dmber is used, and may
even require a sample.

* If timber materials does not comply to these regulations,
notice may be given by the local authority that construction
using such materials be stopped. If special permission is
not given to use this non-compliant material, then such
material must be removed from site.

These NBR's have been documented into a National
Standard as well — SANS 10400:1990 — “The code of
practice for the application of the National
Building Regulations”.

The Mational Home Builders Registration Council, also
recognizes the requirements of SANS 10005, and in its
Home Builders Manual states,” All timber used in a building,
shall comply with the requirements of SANS 10005 and
shall bear the certification mark of the SABS, or the
certification mark of any other standards authority™.



Relevant National Standards

The Mational Standard which is the central pivot in treatment of timber in South Africa, SANS 10005:2006 -
“The Preservative Treatment of Timber”. SANS 10005, is supported by the provisions of the following specific

use-type standards:

SANS South African National Standards

1288:1994 Preservative treated timber - Sawn softwood preservatives

457(2):2000 Softwood Species : (Pine) wooden poles, droppers, lathes, guard-rail posts and spacer bars.
457(3):1994 Hardwood Species : (Gum) wooden poles, droppers, lathes, guard-rail posts and spacer bars.

SANS 10005 refers to two main timber species used
as structural building timber, namely Gymnospermae and

Angiospermae.
. Gymnospermae

These species are typically your soft wood coniferous
variety of trees, such as radiata pine. Sawn timber (including
planed and profiled), poles or logs (round or partly round)
from these species shall be treated in the following municipal
areas or towns:

Amahlat, Bergrivier, Big Five Falsebay, Bivou, Breede Valley,
Breede River (Winelands), Buffalo City, Cape Agulhas,
Cederberg, City of Cape Town, Drakenstein, Durban
Metropolitan, eNdondakusulka, Ezingolweni, George, Great
Kei, Hibiscus, Hlabisa, Impendle, Jozini, Kamiesberg, King
Sabata Dalindyebo, Knysna, Kouga Kou-kamma, Kwadukuza,
Langeberg, Makana, Maphumulo, Matzikama, Mbonambi,
Mbhashe, Mbizana, Mkhambathini, Mnquma, Mooi Mpofana,

Mossel Bay, Mthonjaneni Mtubatuba, Mzunduzi, Nama
Khoi, Melson Mandela Metropolitan, Ndlamble, Ndwedwe,
Nkonkobe, Ngqushwa, Ntambanana, Nyandeni, Overberg
District, Overstrand, Port 5t Johns, Qaukeni, Richmond,
Richtersveldt, Saldanha Bay, Stellenbosch, Sunday's River,
Swartland, Swellendam, Threewaterskloof, Ubuhlebezwe,
Umdeni, Umngeni, uMhlathuze, uMhlabuyalingana, uMlalazi,
uMshwati, uMuziwabantu, Umveti, Umzumbe, Vulamehlo,

Witzenberg.
2.Angiospermae

These species are typically your hardwood broad leaved
variety of trees. All sawn and planed timber (excluding
laminated timber, block and strip flooring, ceilings, paneling,
mouldings and joinery, garden furniture and outdoor
decking boards), poles or logs (round or partly round)
from these species shall be treated as per the previously
mentioned standards.




